
 

 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

WATER and SCIENCE ADMINISTRATION 

 

NOTICE OF TENTATIVE DETERMINATION and PUBLIC HEARING 

 

General Permit for Discharges from Swimming Pools and Spas 

 

The Department proposes to reissue the State/NPDES (National Pollution Discharge Elimination 

System) General Permit for Discharges from Swimming Pools and Spas, State Permit Number 12SI 

(NPDES No. MDG76) as the new State Permit Number 17SI. The 17SI permit applies to discharges 

of wastewater from draining, drawdown, cleaning, filter backwash, overflow, splashout, and 

spraydown from swimming pools, spas, baptismal fonts, splash pads, water slides, and other similar 

facilities.   

 

The permit requires specific control measures and limitations at the facility based on the type of 

discharge.  When the permit is formally effective, industries currently covered by the 12SI permit 

will have 4 months to file a notice of intent (NOI) and pay applicable fees to the Department to 

obtain coverage under the reissued permit. 

 

The proposed permit requires the effluent from each type of discharge regulated by the permit meet 

specific numerical and narrative limits.   The proposed permit requires monitoring and on-line 

electronic submission of Discharge Monitoring Reports. For the 17SI permit, the Department is 

proposing several changes from the 12SI, which include: 

 

1.  Clarification of limitations by reformatting the permit into separate “Discharge Types.”  This 

will serve to increase the understanding of which permit limitations are applicable to each type of 

discharge and allow the Department to more easily create registration letters tailored to each 

individual site; 

 

2.  Specific isolation of pool overflow, splashout, and spraydown as its own “Discharge Type” with 

narrative management conditions; 

 

3.  Specific inclusion of “similar facilities” such as water slides, lazy rivers, spray pads, splash pads, 

interactive fountains, and water themed amusement park rides.  This change makes the permit 

explicitly applicable to many types of facilities which have previously been interpreted to be 

included based on their similarity to swimming pools; 

 

4.  Specific exclusion of bumper boat facilities and any operation which may discharge contaminants 

not addressed in the permit; 

 

5.  New requirement for standard operating procedures to be maintained at each facility; 

 

6.  New narrative requirements for backwashing filters, including a requirement for the first 30 

seconds of filter backwash wastewater to be either directed to sanitary sewer or collected for settling 

prior to discharge; 

 

7.  New conditional requirements for facilities discharging into Tier II receiving streams; 

 



 

 

8.  Standardization of the submission of discharge monitoring reports for all pools.  Now, forms will 

be completed separately for each quarter, to be due once annually; 

 

9.  Addition of clarifying language regarding chemical additives, including what is approved, what 

can be requested for approval, and what cannot be approved; 

 

10.  New conditional permit limitations for dissolved oxygen for any discharges which are 

chemically dechlorinated; 

 

11.  Addition of a specific reference to cleansing of cartridge filters as part of the filter backwash 

discharge type; 

 

12.  Addition of clarifying language regarding training and the use of contractors; 

 

13.  Additional clarification of “public” versus “private” pools with a new section to specifically 

authorize “private” pools and some other dischargers to be covered without submission of a Notice 

of Intent; 

 

14.  Increased description of what constitutes groundwater as the receiving waters and new narrative 

requirements for discharges to groundwater; 

 

15.  A new narrative requirement to monitor and manage temperature during pool draining; and 

 

16.  Inclusion of a reference to the permit exemption form, which was already offered by MDE, but 

was not previously identified within the permit. 

 

The permit updates various permit conditions: requirements to obtain coverage under an individual 

permit, as necessary; termination of coverage under a permit; continuation of an expired general 

permit; the definitions of relevant terms; facility operation and maintenance; permit modification; 

and civil penalties for violations of permit conditions. 

 

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged from the 12SI permit. 

 

The draft permit, fact sheet, and a detailed summary of changes are available on MDE’s website at 

https://mdewwp.page.link/SIGP.  Hard copies of these documents may also be obtained directly 

from the Department at a cost of $0.36 per page.   

 

Persons who wish to make a comment regarding the draft permit may speak at the public hearing or 

submit a written comments to the Department no later than 5:00 PM on Wednesday, August 10, 

2022.  Written comments may be submitted by mail, email or fax. Mail comments to the Maryland 

Department of the Environment, Water and Science Administration, 1800 Washington Boulevard, 

Ste. 455, Baltimore, MD 21230-1708, Attn: Michael Richardson, Industrial Stormwater Permits 

Division. Email comments to michael.richardson@maryland.gov. Fax comments to (410) 537-3163, 

attention Michael Richardson. 

 

The Department will hold a public hearing concerning the tentative determination on Wednesday, 

August 3, 2022 from 1 to 3 p.m.in the Terra Conference Room at Maryland Department of the 

Environment, 1800 Washington Blvd., Baltimore, MD 21230.  Any hearing-impaired person may 

request an interpreter for the hearing by contacting the Office of Fair Practices, at (410) 537-3964 at 

https://mdewwp.page.link/SIGP
mailto:michael.richardson@maryland.gov


 

 

least ten working days prior to the scheduled hearing date.  TTY users should contact the Maryland 

Relay Service at 1-800-201-7165. 

 

Any questions regarding the proposed permit should be directed to Jonathan Rice at 

jonathan.rice@maryland.gov or by telephone at 410-537-3323, between the hours of 8 am and 5 pm, 

Monday through Friday.   
 


